Authoritarianism and Totalitarianism

1. Using the articles, identify and explain four ways that Italian Fascism, Nazism, and Japanese Militarism similar?


-


-


-


- 

2. Using the articles, identify and explain ONE way that Soviet communism is similar to fascism.


-

3. Using the articles, identify and explain ONE way that Soviet communism is different from fascism.


-

4. Using the articles, identify and explain how the global economy facilitated the rise of (1) Mussolini, (2) Hitler and (3) Japanese Militarists.


-


-


-

5. How do fascist governments use legislation to further their goals?  Give specific examples.


-

6. What is corporatism?  

-

7. Using the articles, identify and explain the successes of corporatism.

-


-

8. Using the articles, identify and explain the failures of corporatism.


-

-
COMMON FEATURES:  COMMUNISM AND FASCISM


Communist Russia, fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and militarist Japan may seem too diverse to be com​pared. But, in fact, they shared many traits and, to some extent, imitated one another.  All four rejected parliamentary rule as ineffective, and sought to revive their countries' power through authoritarianism, violence, and the cult of the leader.



In the economic sphere, all were convinced that modern economies required state direc​tion. In Japan, the government fostered the emergence of huge business conglomerates, known as zaibatsu. The Italians encouraged big business to form cartels. In Germany, the state also looked to the private sector as the vehicle of economic growth, but it expected entrepreneurs to support Germany's racial anti​-democratic, and expansionist ambitions. The most thorough form of economic coordination took place in the Soviet Union, which enthusiastically adopted American-style mass produc​tion, while eliminating private enterprise. Instead, the Soviet state owned and managed all the country's industry, with sep​arate government ministries overseeing the manufacture of dif​ferent products, here, as elsewhere, state-organized labor forces replaced independent labor unions.



Employing mass organizations for state purposes was a second common feature of the four authoritarian regimes. Russia, Italy, and Germany had single mass parties; the Japanese had various rightist groups until a merger occurred in 1940. All sought to rally the young, often with dynamic youth movements, such as the Hitler Youth and the Union of German Girls, the Soviet Communist Youth League, and the Italian squads marching to their anthem Giovinezza (Youth).



Three of the four states adopted large-scale social welfare policies for members of the national community. Only the Japanese failed to enact innovative social welfare legislation, but the Home Affairs Ministry eagerly enlisted helpmates among civic groups, seeking to co-opt the new middle classes to raise savings rates and improve childrearing, The Nazis emphasized full employment, built public housing, and provided assistance to families in need as long as they were racially Aryans, The Italian National Agency for Maternity and Infancy, created in 1925, pro​vided services for unwed mothers and infant care. The Soviet au​thorities proclaimed social welfare as one of the fundamental tenets of the socialist revolution. Unemployment benefits ended when the government announced the end of unemployment in 1930. Still, the state created or extended programs to deal with disability, sickness, old age, death, maternity, and retirement. Unencumbered by private property interests, the Soviet state had ceased to think of welfare assistance as a stopgap in cases of so​cial breakdown; instead, it was viewed as an ongoing, compre​hensive program that distinguished socialism from capitalism.


A fourth common feature of the dictatorships was their am​bivalence about women in public roles. Most propaganda emphasized women's traditional place in the home and their duty to produce healthy offspring for the nation. The state tar​geted them in campaigns aimed at higher rates of reproduction. It rewarded mothers who had many children, and it restricted abortion. State officials were eager to honor new mothers as a way to repair the loss of so many young men during the Great War. Yet, women were also entering professional careers in greater numbers, monetary losses that middle-class families suffered during the war, coupled with a rise in the number of single women, compelled many women to become primary wage earners. In Italy, the fascist authorities were forced to accept the existence of la maschietta-the new woman, or flapper, who wore short skirts, bobbed her hair, smoked cigarettes, and en​gaged in freer sex. In Japan, she was called the moga or modan garu (modern girl), and though her presence provoked consid​erable negative comment, the authorities could not suppress the phenomenon. The Soviets of​fered the most glaring case of contradictory behavior. In 1918, they declared men and women equal, legalized (and subsidized) abortion, and eased divorce laws. The state changed its mind, however, and in 1935-1936, new laws made divorce nearly im​possible, drove abortion underground, and rewarded "hero mothers" of multiple children. But the rapidly industrializing Soviets had by far the highest percentage of women in the paid workforce.


Finally, the four dictatorships used violence and terror against their own citizens, colonial subjects, and "foreigners" liv​ing within their state borders. Violence was not an external el​ement but was viewed as an essential lever for remaking the socio-political order, To be sure, the extent of that violence varied greatly, The Italians and the Japanese were not shy about arresting political opponents, particularly in their colonies, but it was the Nazis and the Soviets who filled concentration camps with those deemed to be enemies of the state. In Germany, re​pression meant that almost every German Jew faced systematic persecution.

Fascism & Communism a VENN Comparison

Fascism: a political movement that promotes an extreme form of nationalism, a denial of individual rights, and a dictatorial one-party rule.
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Communism is: an economic system in which all means of production- land, mines, factories, railroads and businesses- are owned by the PEOPLE, private property does not exist and all goods and services are shared equally.

Fascism

 Reactionary

 Totalitarian

 Militaristic

Anti-intellectual

 Ethnocentric

Ultra nationalistic
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Fascism and communism

.:. Single party states

.:. Ruled through propaganda and terror

.:. Segregated and persecuted their opponents

.:. Sought to extend their power abroad through force or subversion

.:. Rose in nations with little or no democratic tradition

.:. Came after lengthy domestic crisis

.:. Had a minority posing as saviors

.:. Leaders with great demagogic gifts

Communism

 Based on a defined philosophical base

Revolutionary, based on Marx

Focused on the working class

Benito Mussolini, "The Political and Social Doctrine of Fascism"

ITALIAN FASCISM Long before the Soviets could boast any accomplishments, disillusionment with the costs of the Great War, along with inspiration drawn from the Bolshevik takeover in Russia had begun to alter the political situation in capitalist societies. In Italy, for example, the mass strikes, occupations of factories, and peasant land seizures swept through the country in 1919 and 1920. In response to this disorder, rightists, under the leadership of Benito Mussolini (1883-1945), seized power.
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          In 1919, Mussolini, a former socialist leader, sought to or​ganize disaffected veterans into a mass political movement that he called fascism. His early programs mixed nationalism with social radicalism and revealed a yearning to sweep away all the institutions discredited by the war. Fascist supporters demanded the annexation of "Italian" lands in the Alps and on the Dalmatian coast, called for female suffrage, an eight-hour workday, a share of factory control for workers, a tax on cap​ital, land redistribution, and a constituent assembly-in short, a populist program.


The fascists believed in the value of direct action and at​tracted much attention and numerous followers. Their direct action shock troops wore black shirts and loose trousers tucked into high black leather boots, and saluted with a dagger thrust into the air. In 1920, the squads received money from landown​ers and factory owners to beat up socialist leaders, and it was at this point that Italian fascism became fully identified with the right.  Still, the fascists saw themselves as champions of the lit​tle guy, of peasants and workers, as well as of war veterans, stu​dents, and white-collar types. By 1921, the squads numbered 200,000.
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In 1922, Mussolini announced a “March on Rome.” The march was a colossal bluff, an exercise in psychological warfare-but it worked. Dressed in their black shirts, his followers 
intimi​dated King Victor Emmanuel III (1900-1946), who opposed fascist ruffians but feared bloodshed, and thus withheld use of the well-equipped army against the lightly armed marchers. When the Italian government resigned in protest, the monarch invited Mussolini to become prime minister, despite the fact that the fascists had won only 35 seats out of 500 in the 1921 elections.


The 1924 elections, in which the fascists won 65 percent of the vote, were conducted in an atmosphere of intimidation and fraud. Mussolini dealt with other challenges by mobilizing his squads and carrying out police crackdowns on the liberal and socialist opposition. A series of decrees transformed Italy from a constitutional monarchy into a dictatorship. By the end of 1926, all parties except that of the fascists were dissolved.


Mussolini's dictatorship came to terms with big business and the church, thus falling short of the social revolution that the fascist rank and file desired. Nonetheless, it was skilled at using parades, films, the radio, and visions of recapturing Roman imperial grandeur to boost support during the troubled times of Depression. The cult of the leader, Il Duce, also provided cohesion and uplift. As the first anti-liberal, anti-socialist alternative, Italian fascism served as a model for other countries.

AUTHORITARIANISM and MASS MOBILIZATION in the USSR

The Soviet political system grew more despotic as the state bureaucracy expanded its size and reach. The political police grew the most, partly as a result of their role in forcing peas​ants into collectives and organizing mass deportations. During the early 1935, as the ranks of the party grew, ongoing "loyalty" verifications also led to the removal or "purge" of mem​bers from the rolls, even when they professed absolute loyalty. Whatever the reason for expulsions, initially most former party members were not arrested. All that began to change in the mid-1930s. From 1936 to 1938, both public and closed trials of supposedly treasonous "enemies of the people" resulted in the execution of around 750,000 people and the arrest or deporta​tion of several million more. They were sent to forced labor camps, collectively known as the Gulag, which spread across the country. Such purges decimated the Soviet elite-party officials, state officials, intelligentsia, army officers, and eventually even members of the police who had enforced the terror.


Behind this mass terror stood the Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin, who relentlessly built up a personal dictatorship. Although Stalin initiated the mass terror against the elite, his motives remain unclear. Neither he nor the regime was threat​ened, and the loyalty of the leaders was not in doubt. What is clear is that the political police, given sizeable arrest quotas, of​ten exceeded them. In addition, millions of ordinary people helped to implement the terror. Some reluctantly turned in neighbors; some did so to try to save themselves; many showed fanatical zeal in fingering "enemies." In the end, the terror, like the regime's grandiose rule more generally, was actualized by the pettiest of motives, to avenge wrongs, assuage hunger, satisfy greed, but also by a desire to play one's part in the violent crusade of building socialism in a hostile world. Indeed, it appears that most inhab​itants of the Soviet Union accepted the upheaval and mass ar​rests as a response to internal and external opposition and as a method for creating a new world. Moreover, despite the stag​gering losses, the elite continually expanded because the planned economy had a voracious need for officials and administrators.

Collectivized Agriculture. Soviet plans for the socialist village envisioned the formation of large collectives supplied with advanced machinery, thereby transforming peasant labor into an industrial process. The realities behind the images of smiling farmers (see poster on right) exhorting - "Work happily, and the crop will be good. Spring, summer, fall, winter" - were low productivity, enormous waste, and often broken-down machinery. 
I write books. I am an author. All thanks to thee, O great educator, Stalin. I love a young woman with a renewed love and shall perpetuate myself in my children--all thanks to thee, great educator, Stalin. I shall be eternally happy and joyous, all thanks to thee, great educator, Stalin. Everything belongs to thee, chief of our great country. And when the woman I love presents me with a child the first word it shall utter will be: Stalin.
O great Stalin, O leader of the peoples,
Thou who broughtest man to birth.
Thou who fructifies the earth,
Thou who restorest to centuries,
Thou who makest bloom the spring,
Thou who makest vibrate the musical chords...
Thou, splendour of my spring, O thou,
Sun reflected by millions of hearts.












---A. O.Avidenko

GERMAN NAZISM:  In Germany, too, fear of Bolshevism and anger over the punitive peace imposed after the war helped to propel the right to power. Here, the dictator was Adolf Hitler (1889-1945), whose rise to power, like Mussolini's, was any​thing but easy or inevitable. Throughout 1918, and for several years thereafter, Germany was in political ferment, marked by the appearance of many small political groups. In Munich, in January 1918, a nationalist workers' organization was formed, dedicated to winning workers over from socialism to national​ism. Adolf Hitler came to dominate the nationalist work​ers' movement, whose name he changed to the National Socialist German Workers' Party (National-Sozialisten, or Nazis). The first Nazi party platform, set forth in 1920, combined nationalism with anti-capitalism and anti-Semitism. The program also called for the abrogation of the Versailles Treaty. 


The Nazis came to public attention with the "Beer Hall Putsch" in 1923. Hitler and his associates in​vaded a meeting of Bavarian leaders in a Munich beer hall to force them to support the Nazis, The army, however, fired on the Nazis and arrested Hitler. He was sentenced to five years in prison for treason, though he served less than a year. While in prison, he wrote an autobiography, Mein Kampf (My Struggle) (1925), which sold widely.


Fearing the growing popular support of both the Communist and Socialist Parties and convinced that he could control Hitler, Germany's eighty-five-year-old president, Field Marshal Paul van Hindenburg (1847-1934), appointed Hitler chancellor (prime minister) in January 1933. Initially, Hitler pledged that the government would be dominated by traditional conservatives. Thus, like Mussolini, Hitler came to power "peacefully" and legally. True, troops of young men (the "brown shirts," who grew from 100,000 in 1930 to 1 million in 1933) kept up the pressure in the streets with marches, mass rallies, confrontations, and beatings, But Hitler was invited to become chancellor by the existing elites, who feared a Bolshevik-like revolution,


Once in power, Hitler's first steps were to heighten the im​pression that there was a communist conspiracy to take power. The burning of the Reichstag building in Berlin on February 27, 1933, provided the opportunity. Without any real evidence, the Nazis blamed the fire on the Communists, and a young, de​ranged Dutch Communist was arrested. A decree on February 28 suspended civil liberties "as a defensive measure against the Communists," Hitler then proposed an "Enabling Act," so that he could promulgate laws on his authority as chancellor, with​out the parliament.


Although some in Germany opposed Hitler's illiberal acti​vism, the Nazis won popular support for restoring order and reviving the German economy. In 1935, Hitler repudiated cer​tain provisions of the Versailles Treaty and began a vast rear​mament program, which ab​sorbed the unemployed. The Nazis transformed economic despair and national disgrace into fierce national pride and impressive national power. Own​ership of the economy remained in private hands, but the state directed and coordinated it. It also financed public works like reforestation and swamp drainage projects, organized leisure, entertainment, travel and vacations for low-income people, and built highways and public housing. Nazi rhetoric about nation​alism and anti-Semitism persisted, but so did full employment and social welfare programs.


With internal foes disciplined or silenced and the economy revived, Germany reemerged as a great power with expan​sionist aspirations. Hitler called his state the "Third Reich" (the first being the Holy Roman Empire and the second the em​pire created by Bismarck in 1871). He claimed that the Third Reich would last 1,000 years, just like the Holy Roman Empire. In contrast to Mus​solini's vague ideological goals, Hitler had grand aspirations to impose racial purity and Ger​man power in Europe, and perhaps beyond. As the song went, "Today Germany, tomorrow the whole world."


The Nazis filled the prisons with political opponents and built the first concentra​tion camps (initially to house political prisoners) when the jails overflowed. They also unleashed a campaign of persecution against the Jews, excluding them from the civil service and the professions, forcing them to sell their property, depriving them of citizenship, and forbidding them to marry or have sex with Aryans (so-called "pure Germans").  On November 9, 1938 the government organized the first attack against the Jews, it was called the Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass).
Hitler: Adolf Hitler, perhaps better than other dictators, staged mass rallies and pro​jected an image of dynamism and collective will which he claimed to embody.
Hitler Youth: Youth became a special target of Nazi recruitment and socialization, just as under the Italian fascists and the Soviet Communists. 

MILITARIST JAPAN Unlike other authoritarian regimes, Japan's power and pride were not wounded during World War I. To the contrary, because wartime disruptions greatly reduced European and American competition, Japanese products found new markets in Asia. Japan managed to expand production, ex​porting munitions, textiles, and consumer goods to Asian and also Western markets. Japan became a creditor nation by 1920. After the war, the nation continued on what seemed a success​ful road to modernity. Between 1910 and the 1930s, Japan experienced a twelve-fold increase in manufacturing and a three-​fold increase in the production of raw materials. Having suffered a devastating earthquake and fire in 1923, Tokyo was rebuilt with steel and reinforced concrete, symbolizing the new, modern Japan.


Japanese democracy was accompanied by new re​pressive measures. Although the Meiji Constitution remained in effect, a Peace Preservation Law, passed the same year that male suffrage was enacted, specified up to ten years' hard labor for any member of an or​ganization advocating a basic change in the political system or the abolition of private property. The law served as a club against the mass leftist parties, such as the Japanese Communist Party.


Japan veered still further from the liberal road after Emperor Hirohito succeeded his father in 1926. In Japan, as in Germany, a major catalyst in the eventual shift to dictatorship was the Great Depression. Japan's trade with the outside world had more than tripled in value between 1915 and 1929, but af​ter 1929 China and the United States imposed barriers on Japanese exports. The demand for silk and cotton goods also dropped precipitously. These measures contributed to a 50 per​cent decline in Japanese exports. At the same time, unemploy​ment surged.


Such turmoil invited calls for stronger leadership, which military commanders were eager to provide. Already the lead​ers of Japan's armed forces were beyond civilian control. In 1927 and 1928, the army flexed its muscles by twice forcing prime ministers out of office. New "patriotic societies" echoed the call for order. Professing dedication to the emperor and nation, these squads used violence to intimidate political enemies. Violence culminated in the assassination of Japan's prime minister in 1932, accompanied by an uprising of young naval officers and army cadets. This coup failed, but it further eclipsed the power of the political parties.



During the 1930s, militarism and expansionism became dominant themes in the Japanese press. In 1931, a group of Japanese army officers arranged an explosion on the Japanese owned South Manchurian Railroad, using this as a pretext for taking over Manchuria. The following year, the Japanese formed the puppet state of Manchukuo, adding Manchuria to its Korean and Taiwanese colonies. At home, "patriots" con​tinued their campaign of terror against uncooperative busi​nessmen and critics of the military, while intimidating others into silence. As in Italy and Germany, the Japanese state took on a sacred aura. This was done through promotion of an offi​cial religion, Shinto, "the way of the gods," and of the emperor's divinity. By 1940, the clique at the top dissolved all political par​ties into the Imperial Rule Assistance Association, ending even the semblance of parliamentary rule.

THE HYBRID NATURE OF LATIN AMERICAN CORPORATISM

Wiarda, H. J. (1995). Latin American Politics. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company.

(Control of the government by small interests groups)


The economic depression of the 1930’s effected nearly all the world.  (The USSR was the exception because they were isolated from the world economy.)  As you have seen, some nations turned to fascism where the government tried to control all aspects of society.  Much of Latin America took a slightly different track.  Latin American governments formed alliances with the Catholic Church, business leaders, and the military in order to shape society and maintain order; this is called Corporatism.    In the short term, Corporatism stabilized many Latin American governments and avoided revolts.  In the long term, Corporatism stagnated innovation and creativity in solving new problems facing the region.

Latin American nations were subject to the same pressures that produced liberal and authoritarian responses to modern problems in Europe, Russia, and Japan. But here, leaders devised solutions to their problems that had elements of both democracy and authoritarianism. The Latin American countries had stayed out of the fighting in World War I, but their export economies had suffered. As trade plummeted, popular confidence in oligarchic political regimes fell, and radical agitation surged. During the war years, trade unions in the port of Buenos Aires took control of the city docks, and the women of São Paulo’s needle trades inspired Brazil’s first general strike. Bolivian tin miners, inspired by events in Russia proclaimed a full-blown Socialist revolution.


The Great Depression of the 1930’s brought even more severe challenges to the status quo from workers’ groups. More than any other region in the world, the Depression  hammered at the trading and financial systems of Latin America because it was the most dependent on the exports of basic staples, from sugar to nitrates, and had to face stiff protection or evaporating demand for its commodities. The region, in fact, suffered a double whammy because it had borrowed so much money. Unlike Europe, which had borrowed to pay for old war debts, Latin American borrowers needed extensive funds to invest in infrastructure and the expansion of their own countries. When the world money markets went belly-up, creditors called on their loans from Latin America. And as had happened in Europe, this drove borrowers to default…. Responding to the Depression’s destruction, Latin American governments, with the enthusiastic backing of people from the middle class, intellectuals, and urban workers, created an economic model that looked towards domestic rather than foreign markets….


The solution they devised was to establish new mass parties and encourage interest groups to associate with them. Collective bodies like the chambers of commerce, trade unions, peasant associations, and organizations for minorities like blacks and Indians all operated with state sponsorship. This form of modern politics, labeled corporatist, used social groups to bridge the ruling elites and the rank and file population. 


Some countries such as Costa Rica and Venezuela attempted to create stable democratic institutions such as checks and balances and separation of powers. These efforts expanded the political participation opportunities for new power contenders. Other countries were less willing to let new power contenders participate in the governing process, and thus democratic institutions were in place, but in actual practice the power was still held by a powerful, charismatic leader, surrounded by socioeconomic elites and supported by the military…

Benito Mussolini liked to puff out his chest, particularly when appearing in public. Il Duce pioneered the leader's radio address to the people and he encouraged fascist versions of the mass spectacles that also became common in Soviet Russia.








