World War II Barron’s Global Studies Volume II

Here we go again! Less than a generation has passed since the Treaty of Versailles marked the end to the “war to end ah wars," and nations are once more on the march. We must ask the question, “Why?" As we look at attempts at peace-keeping during the 1920s and 1930s, what weaknesses will we see? How could a Hitler get the world involved in another war, and how could he almost win it? Was there a certain point at which, if the democracies had said, "Stop," Hitler would have retreated? 

This time we have two new major players in the game-the United States and Japan. Japan will play the bully in the East, while the United States will attempt to use the oceans on her borders to stay out of the conflict. Japan will force the United States into action and will eventually pay a high price for doing so. New and more terrible weaponry that has the capacity for mass-killing will be developed by both sides. Hitler will make the same mistake that Napoleon did, and the Soviet Union will make him pay for it. 

The saying "Politics make strange bedfellows" is exemplified when the democ​racies of the United States and Great Britain join with the totalitarian Soviet Union against a common enemy. Finally, an exhausted world will see the destruc​tion of two entire cities with the atomic bomb. The years from 1939 to 1945 will be a terrible period with terrible results. 

Causes of World War II 

Attempts at Peace in the Post-World War I Period

In the period between the two world wars, the major powers tried to create firm foundations to preserve peace and thereby reduce the chances of another huge conflict. 

1. The Treaty of Versailles, 1919: This treaty pro​duced bitterness that Hitler and the Nazis were able to exploit. Germany felt that she had not been defeated, that she had voluntarily surrendered, and that the provisions of the treaty were very harsh. Also, as the treaty did not indicate specific means of enforcing its restrictions, its impact became meaningless. 

2. The League of Nations: The League of Nations was not created to be, nor did it act as, a world government met in Geneva, Switzerland, and did record some achievements in its brief history. It resolved crises involving Sweden and Finland, and Greece and Bulgaria. Issues of health, trade, and labor were addressed by the league; for example, it sponsored the International Labor Office. However, the league was never a truly universal organization. While it did reach a membership of 57 nations by 1933, the fact that the United States never joined was a blow to the organization's prestige. When the league first convened in 1920, none of the defeated nations from World War I were members. Germany was admitted in 1926 but withdrew, along with Japan, in 1933, Italy withdrew in 1936. The league was without power to tax, raise an army, or enforce its decisions. Its inability to respond effec​tively to Axis aggression in the 1930s signaled its doom. The requirement that ah decisions receive the unanimous consent of its members hindered its functioning. 

3. Disarmament Conferences: Recognition of arms competition as a factor lead​ing to World War I led to a series of conferences that attempted to limit armaments. At the Washington Conference, 1921-1922, Britain, the United States, Japan, France, and Italy agreed to halt construction of capital (large) warships for ten years. They also promised to maintain capital ships in a ratio of 5:5:3:1.67:1.67. At the 1930 London Naval Conference, Britain, the United States, and Japan compromised on a 10:10:7 ratio for a five ​year period. This was to cover destroyers and cruisers as well as capital ships. At the London Conference of 1935, however, Japan's request to Britain and the United States for a 10:10:10 ratio, or parity, was turned down by the Western powers. The conference ended without an agreement, and Japan soon expanded her navy. 

4. International Pacts: The 1920s witnessed several agreements among groups of nations hoping to strengthen their idealistic resolve for peace. 

· Nine-Power Treaty at the Washington Conference (1921-1922). The United States, Britain, Japan, and other nations wished to avoid any imperialist con​flict in China. They therefore agreed to respect an Open Door Policy in China, providing equal trading rights and respecting China's independence. 

· Locarno Pact (1925). This was an agreement signed by the Western Euro​pean Allies with Germany. It provided for Germany to accept permanently its boundaries on the west with Belgium and France, and to seek a peaceful settlement of any disputes regarding its Polish and Czechoslovakian boundaries in the east. 

· Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928). Also known as the Pact of Paris, this docu​ment was signed by more than 60 nations, including the United States, France, Germany, Italy, and Japan. They promised to resolve disputes in a peaceful manner, outlawing war "as an instrument of national policy." Although the treaty was not backed by any threat of force, the signers hoped that world moral influence would make it work. 

These pacts gained global attention, as they reflected noble aspirations for a better world. The mood they evoked in the 1920s contrasted sharply with that of ten years earlier. 

Underlying Reasons for World War II

If the 1920s were a time for hope and optimism, the 1930sproved to be other​wise; a series of movements and events were to plunge the world into a second major conflict. The underlying causes of this tragedy, which included militarism, nationalism, racism, and appeasement, were both similar to and different from those that brought on World War I.

1. Militarism: Large amounts of money continued to be spent on weapons. Mil​itary strength was seen as a source of nationalistic pride. The leaders of the Axis nations always appeared in, military dress, and there glorified war as nec​essary and just. 

2. Nationalism and Racism: The Axis nations saw themselves as superior to others (the German "master race" theory, the Italian wish to revive the Ancient Roman Empire, Japanese self-pride based on Shinto teachings and the necessity to establish a "new order" in Asia) and therefore as having the right to extend their cultures and their borders.

3. Imperialism: The Axis nations sought to take over other lands for political, racist, and economic reasons. Japan moved into China (1931, 1937), Italy conquered Ethiopia (1935), and Germany annexed Austria (the Anschluss, or union, 1938) and Czechoslovakia (1938, 1939). 

4. Economic Tensions: Economic problems, brought on mainly by the worldwide depression of the 1930s, contributed to the rise of aggressive dictators. Ger​many also experienced difficultly in making reparation payments and in try​ing to overcome severe inflation. 

5. Failure of Collective Security: No united stand was taken by the democracies when the Axis powers took their imperialistic actions. Little was done to curb the aggressive policies of Germany, Italy, and Japan. The League of Nations condemned some of these actions but was unable to take any other measures. 

6. Appeasement: To give in to a potential aggressor, hoping that the aggressor will then be content and not commit any further harmful acts, is called appeasement. During the 1930s the term came to mean the policy of accept​ing territorial aggression against small nations in the hope of avoiding a gen​eral war. The Munich Agreement of 1938 was an example of this meaning. It will be discussed below, along with other specific events leading to war. 

Specific Events Leading to War in Europe

The 1930s saw the house of peace that some nations had hoped to build fall apart. It was not strong enough to withstand the many "rocks and projectiles" thrown at it by the three Axis aggressors. We will now examine the destructive acts of each one of them. 

Italy: Even though Mussolini stirred his countrymen's pride by frequent references to the Roman Empire, little available unoccupied land overseas was left for him to conquer. He saw an opportunity in Ethiopia in 1935, when he took advantage of a border dispute to send in an invasion force. Ethiopian soldiers under Emperor Haile Selassie were no match for the Italian army and were easily defeated. The League of Nations branded Italy as an aggressor and voted for sanctions (econom​ic restrictions), but had no way to enforce them. The league's actions were ignored by Mussolini, who proclaimed Ethiopia to be part of the Italian Empire. Additional belligerent actions taken by Mussolini were his aiding General Franco in the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and his annexation of Albania in 1939. 

Germany:  The most serious acts of destruction aimed at the so-called house of peace were carried out by the Third Reich, Hitler's Nazi government. As did Mussolini, Hitler engaged in actions that went directly against both the spirit and the letter of the documents signed in the 1920s that aspired toward a peaceful world. The following is a chronology of his actions: 

1. 1935: Germany had begun to remilitarize. Facto​ries were building war-related products. "Hunt​ing clubs" were teaching people how to use weapons. Conscription was reintroduced. These activities were in violation of the Versailles treaty. 

2. 1936: Flexing his muscles, and stating his right to control ah German territory, Hitler ordered troops into the Rhineland. Although such action also violated the Versailles treaty, and sparked an angry reaction from the French prime minister, nothing was done to stop Hitler. 

3. 1936-1939: The Spanish Civil War presented Hitler with an opportunity to test some of his newly trained soldiers and newly developed weapons. He used these to help General Franco in his revolt against the Spanish govern​ment. A republican government had been elected in Spain, including Socialists, Communists and liberals. The monarchy, the army, and the Catholic Church had lost some of their status and prestige in the nation. To remedy this situation, and to strike against what he feared was a possible growth of communism, General Franco and his followers, the Nationalists, struck against the government. While Russia supplied the Loyalists, those on the government side, Mussolini and Hitler helped the Nationalists. Ultimate​ly the Nationalists triumphed, With Franco establishing a fascist dictatorship in Spain. 

The fact that no democratic nation stepped in to fight Franco and try to prevent his dictatorship was a sign of encouragement to Hitler. Perhaps he too could strike at some region without fear of resistance. The early cooper​ative efforts by Hitler and Mussolini in 1936 led to their forming a military alliance known as the Rome-Berlin Axis. The term Axis was introduced by Mussolini, from his theory that the world of the future would turn on an imaginary line drawn from Rome to Berlin. Soon after this agreement, Ger​many signed the Anti-Comintern Treaty with Japan. Endorsed also by Italy, this treaty aimed at cooperation against the expansion of Russian commu​nism. From this moment on in 1936, Germany, Italy, and Japan would be known as the Axis powers. 

4. 1938: In March 1938, Hitler again violated the Treaty of Versailles by achieving Anschluss (union) with Austria. In the 1920s, a Nazi party was started in Austria. It gained strength through terror, assassination of opponents, and other means similar to those used by the Nazis in Germany. By 1938, Austri​an Chancellor Kurt Schuschnigg, pressured to include Nazis in his cabinet, had intended to hold a plebiscite (a nationwide yes or no vote) on the issue of Anschluss with Germany. But before he could do this, Hitler sent German troops into Austria, had Schuschnigg arrested, and installed a Nazi as chan​cellor. As a sign of expanding Nazi policies, Hitler's Storm Troopers forced elderly Jewish men and women to clean the streets of Vienna. Again, noth​ing was done by Western nations in response to the events of March 1938. 

Hitler tried to justify Anschluss with Austria by declaring that his soldiers were needed to help keep order, and that the German-speaking people should be united. Austria was now part of the Third Reich. By 1938 almost all of central Europe was controlled by the continent's two Axis powers. 

5. 1938: Hitler next turned his attention to Czechoslovakia. Approximately one half of this new nation, formed after World War I, was surrounded by the Third Reich on three sides. Over three million Germans lived in its western region, called the Sudetenland. Hitler declared that it was only natural for the Sudeten Germans to be united with other Germans. The same theme was trumpeted by the Nazi party that had been organized in the Sudetenland. The call for German unity provoked riots and demonstrations against the Czech government in May and June of 1938. The Czechs placed the region under martial law, sending troops to quell disorders. Hitler then maintained that the Sudeten Germans needed "protection" by the Third Reich. Nazi propaganda told of alleged Czech atrocities against these Germans. Hitler also described Czechoslovakia as a dagger aimed at the heart of Germany, and asserted that Germany needed to expand its own borders to acquire lebensraum (living space). 

In light of these events and statements, tension grew in Europe during the summer of 1938. On September 22, 1938, Hitler announced- that Ger​many would occupy the Sudetenland. Fear gripped Czechoslovakia, even though it had a defensive military alliance with the Soviet Union. This agree​ment stated, however, that the Soviet Union would offer assistance only if France did so. France consulted with Britain, hoping for its support if mat​ters came to a head. On September 29, a meeting to resolve the Sudeten cri​sis was held in the German city of Munich. Attending were Hitler, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, French Premier Edouad Daladier, and Italy's Benito Mussolini. Czechoslovakia was not represented. Toward mid​night, an agreement was reached. 

The Munich Agreement provided for a partition of Czechoslovakia. Hitler would be allowed to annex the Sudetenland without interference. The other delegates to the Munich Conference agreed to the annexation, based upon Hitler's promise that he would not make any other territorial demands. Britain and France decided not to defend Czechoslovakia, and were thus willing to sacrifice the Sudetenland, in the hope of avoiding a full-scale war.   Their decision was an act of appeasement. When Neville Chamberlain arrived back in London after the conference, he said that the Munich Agreement meant there would be “peace in our time.”  In October, German troops moved into the Sudetenland. The Axis powers had secured control of central Europe without having fired a shot.
6. 1939: In March 1939, Hitler, disregarding his prior statements about Czechoslovakia, sent in troops to occupy the rest of the country. Thus anoth​er addition was made to the lands held by the Third Reich. Chamberlain's policy of appeasement had been a failure. Hitler's boldness increased as he grew more and more certain that the Western powers were too fearful and too weak to put up any show of force against him. This boldness was appar​ent in the threats he began to make to Poland in the spring and summer of 1939. 

7. 1939: In August i939, to the world's amazement, Hitler announced the signing of a treaty with the Soviet Union, the Nazi-Soviet Nonaggression Pact. It came as a surprise because Hitler detested communism, disliked the Soviet leader Joseph Stalin, had often talked about taking over the soil-rich Soviet region of Ukraine, and considered Slavs to be an inferior race of people. Nevertheless, he put aside these sentiments and thoughts, temporarily, in order to prevent the Soviets from fighting him over Poland. If Britain and France were to resist him, he did not want to worry about waging a war on two fronts. 

France and Britain were surprised and upset over the treaty. Along with the rest of the world, they knew that Hitler and Stalin were antagonists and therefore felt that the two dictators could not possibly agree on anything. The two Western nations had now lost a potential ally, as they had assumed that they could count on Soviet help against Hitler if a war broke out. They also now feared that Poland would be a likely target for Hitler's army, with the Soviets promising not to fight him. 

By the terms of the treaty that were disclosed publicly, Germany and the Soviet Union promised not to attack each other and to remain neutral if the other was involved in a war. The secret parts of the treaty provided that the Soviets would not interfere with Hitler's move into western Poland in return for Hitler's not interfering with Soviet moves into eastern Poland and the Baltic nations of Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. Unknown to the world, Poland was about to undergo partition and much of Eastern Europe was to be carved into German and Soviet zones of occupation. 

In April 1939, prior to the Nazi-Soviet Pact (also called the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, named for the foreign ministers from the USSR and Ger​many), Britain and France had signed a mutual assistance pact with Poland. They had thus let Hitler know that they were prepared to use force should he continue his moves eastward. Hitler's awareness of this pact (although he probably still doubted British and French resolve to fight) was a factor prompting him to sign the nonaggression pact with the Soviets in August. 

On September 1, 1970, an American tourist in Warsaw, the capital of Poland, woke up to find Polish soldiers standing quietly at attention in several parts of the city. There was a small monument where each soldier stood, and a strange silence prevailed that had not been present on the previous day. The tourist soon learned the reasons for what he saw. These scenes were part of the Polish government’s annual observance of the horror that had occurred 31 years earlier, on September 1, 1939. On that day, Germany invaded Poland, marking the start of World War II in Europe. 

The buildup to the German invasion had begun a number of years earlier, but it intensified in the summer of 1939. Germany had been outraged at the 1919 Ver​sailles treaty's award to Poland of the city of Danzig as well as a strip of German territory for access to the Baltic Sea. This territory, known as the Polish Corridor, separated most of Germany from its region of East Prussia. Ever since 1933, Hitler had seized upon these issues as one of his appeals to German nationalism. A Nazi party had been established in Danzig, and it campaigned for linkage with the fatherland (Germany). Now, in the last week of August 1939, with the ink barely dry on the nonaggression pact with the Soviets, Hitler demanded the return of Danzig and protection for Germans living in the Polish Corridor. The Nazi propa​ganda machine had turned out stories of atrocities against these Germans. On August 19, Hitler requested the presence in Berlin of a Polish official to discuss a "German solution" to the "Polish question." No representative appeared. On August 31, during the night, German soldiers, masquerading as Poles, attacked a German radio station on the German-Polish border. Hitler, stating that Poland had attacked German forces, ordered the German army into Poland the next day, September 1. By breakfast time, German troops were on Polish soil, while German planes were bombing Warsaw and other parts of Poland. 

On September 3, Britain and France demanded German withdrawal. Upon Hitler's refusal, they backed up their guarantees to Poland and declared war on Germany. World War II had begun. 

At first the United States was not a direct participant, a1iliough it gradually came to support the British and French. It was not until late 1941, two years after the invasion of Poland, that America entered the war. The immediate reason why it became a belligerent in the third year of the war is explained in the next section. 

Specific Events Leading to War in Asia

In Asia an aggressive, militaristic Japan moved to destroy the European "house of peace" during a ten-year period beginning in 1931. 
1. 1931-1932: During this time, Japan invaded parts of Manchuria, in north​ern China, wanting to possess the region's coal, iron, and fertile soil. With few resources on its crowded islands, and with a growing population, Japanese imperialists looked down upon China as a natural target. Japan’s action was a violation of the Nine Power Treaty of 1921-1922. Japan Ignored criticism from the League of Nations and withdrew from the organization. The United States, wanting to maintain an Open-Door Policy in China, issued the Stimson Doctrine, which stated that no recognition would be given to land taken by force. This had little effect on Japan, as it experienced no attempt to enforce the doctrine. Japan excluded all foreigners and exploited the mineral resources of Manchuria for its own use. The Chinese were unable to stop this from happening.

2. 1937: In 1937, Japan sought to invade other areas of China. Many historians regard these invasions as the opening battles of World War II in Asia. Although Japans’ military might brought much suffering to the Chinese, by 1939 Japan had not been able to conquer the entire nation. 

3. 1940: In 1940, with the fall of France and Holland to Germany, Japan took over French Indochina and claimed, "protective custody" over the Dutch East Indies. With these advances in Southeast Asia, Japan was on the way to establishing its East Asian co-prosperity sphere and a "new order." In truth, these were simply masks for Japan's expanding colonial empire. In Septem​ber 1940, Japan signed a military alliance with Germany and Italy, officially creating the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis. 

4. 1941: With Britain now struggling in Europe as the only remaining Western power against Germany, and unable to send reinforcements to the Orient, it appeared likely that Japan would be able to take over such British colonies as Hong Kong and Malaya. The United States, having bases in Hawaii and the Philippine Islands, was the sole power left in the way of Japanese, expansion in East Asia. When General Hideki Tojo became prime minister of Japan in October 1941, tension increased between Japan and the United States. Japan refused American requests to leave China, while the United States stopped exports to Japan and moved its Pacific fleet to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. 

On December 7, 1941, Japan launched a surprise attack against U.S. forces in Pearl Harbor. More than 2,000 Americans were killed, and many battleships and planes were destroyed. On December 8, 1941, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Congress to declare war on Japan, predicting that December 7, 1941, would become "a date that will live in infamy." Con​gress honored the president's request, and on the same day Britain declared war on Japan. In the following week, Germany and Italy declared war on the United States" while Congress answered with a war declaration against them. Less than 25 years after the end of World War I the world was engulfed in a second major conflict.
By 1939, as we have seen, there was no longer a "house of peace." One may argue that its foundations should have been made more secure by its builders or even that it should have been constructed in a different manner. On the other hand, its destroyers acted in ways that were not fully anticipated. And even if these ways had been anticipated, what should the builders have done as “preventive maintenance" or "repairs"? 

In the period between the two world wars, the victorious nations in World War I, as democracies, were committed to goals other than preparing for war. They were attempting to improve the economic and civic well-being of their popula​tions. The Great Depression, beginning in 1929, had produced serious setbacks to these attempts. The totalitarian governments of Germany, Italy, and Japan were not interested in the material well-being of their citizens, and more inclined to focus money and energy on "guns" than on "butter." Without any long tradition of democracy, they were able to use their people as instruments of their own policies and grandiose ambitions. 

The Western democracies also found it difficult to understand the ugly propor​tions of totalitarian aggression. To average British, French, and American citizens, people such as Hitler and Mussolini seemed to be apart from the mainstream of humane and intellectual progress that Western Europe had been achieving ever since the Renaissance and the Enlightenment. Never did one imagine that these leaders, heirs to cultures that had produced great writers, artists, and scientists, would pursue goals that would result in a world war. 
That war was fought in even more horrible fashion and in more locales than was World War I. The conduct of World War II will now concern us.

Results of World War II
Economic Results 

World War II proved to be the costliest war, ever fought. The loss of life and property far surpassed that in any previous conflict. Military costs alone were said to range into hundreds of billions of dollars. The economies of many European nations were destroyed. The industrial productivity necessary to support warfare provided jobs to many, but did not really add to the economic wealth of nations. Indeed, resources such as rubber, steel, oil, and wood had to be used for military purposes rather than for consumer goods. The money and material needed to transport, equip, clothe, and feed the armed forces of a belligerent nation were staggering. Civilians who were drafted or who volunteered for military duty had to leave their jobs and learn new skills. 

Communism spread into Eastern Europe because of the occupation of this region by the Soviet Union. The Communists promised high standards of living and a better distribution of goods and services than had existed under capitalistic systems prior to the war. 

Social Results

More people, soldiers and civilians, were killed than in any other war. Much of this high casualty rate was due to refined and newer weapons, as well as to the racist policies of the Axis powers. Another factor was the wide-ranging fighting in the war, taking place on three continents-Africa, Asia, and Europe. More than 22 million died, in both civilian and military populations; more than 34 million sur​vived the war with wounds. At war's end, millions of people had become refugees and displaced persons. Homelessness, broken families, and poverty were constant reminders of the upheaval caused by the war. As a total war, involving ah groups in a nation, the Second World War was of greater scope than World War I. 
Technological Results

By the end of the war, the use of radar had become much more sophisticated. Faster and more complex airplanes were built as knowledge of the science of aero​nautics increased. Successful warfare at sea required advances in battleship and submarine design, as well as newer navigational equipment. 

Weapons research resulted in newer and more deadly products. German scien​tists were able to manufacture a pilotless jet-propelled bomb, the V-l, and a rock​et-propelled bomb, the V-2. These brought much suffering to British civilians in urban areas. The most lethal weapon to come out of the war, however, was the atomic bomb. Its development reflected the pioneering work done by many scien​tists in discovering aspects of nuclear reactions. Chief among them were Enrico Fermi (an Italian who fled to the United States in 1938), Niels Bohr (from Den​mark), Leo Szilard (a refugee from Hungary), and Albert Einstein (a German Jew who came to the United States in 1932). Fearful of an atomic bomb's destructive​ness, but also worried that the Germans might produce one during the war, U.S. President Roosevelt committed much money and other resources to a secret pro​ject to develop the bomb. The Manhattan Project, as it was called, resulted in the production of two atomic bombs. Their use in World War II ushered in the nuclear age. 

The war also saw the development and application of new medicines to help save lives on the battlefields. These included sulfa drugs and penicillin. Along with better use of blood plasma, they reduced the number of combat-related deaths from what it had been in World War I. 

Political Results

These results were the most dramatic and had consequences that have contin​ued to our own times.

1. The United States and the Soviet Union became the two leading superpowers and eventually clashed on many issues in what became known as the Cold War.  

2. The totalitarian systems of Germany, Italy, and Japan ended with the com​plete defeat of these nations. 

3. Colonized peoples in Africa and Asia quickened their desires for indepen​dence. Their nationalistic movements were factors that would usher in the end of Western Imperialism and the age of decolonization. 

4. France and Brittan although victorious nations in the war, gradually gave up their empires and declined as world powers. 

5. To maintain peace and address issues that could lead to conflicts, as well as issues affecting global social and economic concerns, the Allies established the United Nations. 

6. Peace treaties and territorial changes involved several nations. As agreed to in the 1945 Potsdam Conference, a Council of Foreign Ministers was created to draw up the peace treaties on behalf of the five major victorious Allies: the United States, the Soviet Union, France, Great Britain, and China. In 1947, a treaty was signed with Italy whereby she was to pay some reparations and to lose any colonies she had acquired. In other treaties, Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary, and Romania also had adjustments in their boundaries losing some land acquired during the war. 


7. Most Eastern European countries became satellite nations in a sphere of influence controlled by the Soviet Union. Many Soviet actions were in violation of the Yalta agreements. The Soviet Union kept the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, having annexed them in 1940. It also obtained an eastern region of Czechoslovakia and substantial territory from Poland. The Soviet border was now moved fur​ther west. Poland's border, called the Oder-Neisse line for two rivers was also moved further west with land taken from Germany. Germans who lived in what was now new parts of Poland, the USSR, and the Sudetenland area of Czechoslovakia, were expelled and forced to go to Germany. 

8. Austria, which had become part of the Third Reich in 1938, was divided into four zones of occupation, administered by the United States, France, Great Britain and the USSR. This situation continued until 1955, when the four Allies signed a formal peace treaty with Austria. By the treaty's terms, Austria became an independent nation with its pre-1938 boundaries. It was forbidden to have any political or economic union with Germany. 

9. Germany was also divided into four zones of occupation-American, British, French, and USSR. However, Germany's postwar history and status were to be different from those of the other defeated Axis powers. 

Japan was occupied until 1952 by the United States. Emperor Hirohito was allowed to stay in power as a figurehead and religious leader. He was forced to go on the radio and announce to the people of Japan that he was not divine.  War crimes trials were held for key figures in Japan’s military, such as Admiral Tojo, responsible for planning the Pearl Harbor attack. Convicted as a war criminal, he was subsequently hanged. Under U.S. General Douglas MacArthur, the Japanese put together a new constitution modeled on a democratic structure. The United States also aided Japan in its industrial recovery from the war. 

The Nuremberg War Crimes Trials

From 1945 to 1947, the Allied powers held a series of trials for several Nazi officials. Conducted at the German city of Nuremberg, these were known as the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials. The judges formed an international tribunal; the prosecutors were from the victorious nations. The defendant Nazis were permit​ted to have lawyers and to defend themselves, rights that they had never granted to the millions whose deaths they caused. Among the charges against the Germans were these three: 

1. “Crimes against the peace"; 

2. “Conspiracy to wage aggressive war"
3. “Crimes against humanity." 

The first two charges related to the aggression that Germany had unleashed toward other nations. The third charge was based specifically on the atrocities committed by Germans against Jews and others considered to be "inferior human beings." 

The trials exposed the terrible actions taken by the Nazis, with evidence and testimony that shocked a war-torn world. Of the 22 defendants tried, 19 were found guilty and three were acquitted. Twelve of the guilty were sentenced to death; seven, to life imprisonment. The Allies wanted the trials to serve as a warn​ing to potential aggressors and as a means of encouraging respect for internation​al law. They also hoped to promote the growth of democratic political organizations in Germany. 

In addition to the Nuremberg trials, many other trials were held throughout Germany into the late 1940s. Among hundreds who were prosecuted as war crimi​nals were doctors and nurses who had conducted outrageous "medical experi​ments" on concentration camp prisoners, camp guards, and officials in various war-related activities. These trials were part of a policy of de-nazification, which sought to cleanse Germany of Nazism by banning the Nazi party and not allowing any former Nazis to hold positions in government, education, or industry. Some former Nazis escaped detection by changing their names and hiding or by secretly leaving Germany. A few others, who were accomplished scientists, may have been helped to leave Germany by Western officials, with the expectation that these sci​entists would be helpful in the research and development of weapons systems in the growing Cold War against Communist nations. 
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“Where is the 5th Pig?

This anti-Hitler propaganda circulated in the Netherlands in the early 1940’s.

Can you figure it out?
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